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SPEAKING LESSON on INTERVIEW: What does failure mean to you? (SIZE GORE BASARISIZLIK NEDIR?) 
"What does failure mean to you?"

This is quite simple. I don’t see many right answers so this is what I suggest. You can believe in two of the following. One, you believe that failure is not achieving your goal no matter what. Or two, you can believe failure is only when nothing is learned from the failure. I believe in the latter, but you don’t have to agree with me.

Short Answers

"Failure is when I do not reach my goal (BASARISIZLIK HEDEFIME ULASAMAMAMDIR) ."

"I think to fail at something is making a mistake and not learning anything from it (BENCE BIRSEYDE BASARISIZ OLMAK, BIR HATA YAPMAK VE HATADAN DERS ALMAMAKTIR) ."

"To me, failure means to have a goal and not do anything about it (BANA GORE, BASARISIZLIK BIR AMACINIZ OLMASI VE O KONUDA HIZBIRSEY YAPMAMANIZDIR) ."

"I think failure is not reaching your potential (BENCE BASARISIZLIK POTENSIYELINIZE ULASMAMAKTIR) . If you do not use the resources you have and the resources around you, that’s failure because the work or goal could have been done better (EGER SAHIP OLDUGUNUZ VE CEVRENIZDE OLAN KAYNAKLARI KULLANMAZSANIZ BU BASARISIZLIKTIR CUNKU O IS VEYA HEDEF DAHA IYI YAPILMAMIS OLUR)  ."

Long Answer

"I think it’s harder to fail than it is to succeed (BENCE BASARISIZ OLMAK BARASIRLI OLMAKTAN DAHA ZORDUR) . The reason is, if you fail in a project, you can learn a valuable lesson from your mistake (BUNU SEBEBI, EGER BIR PROJEDE BASARISIZ OLURSANIZ, HATANIZDAN DEGERLI BIR DERS ALABILIRSINIZ) . Learning from the mistake will allow you to improve future projects, or to simply not repeat them (HATALARDAN DERS CIKARMAK SIZIN ILERIKI PROJELERDE GELISMENIZI SAGLAR VEYA AYNI HATAYI TEKRAR ETMEZSINIZ). Just because I believe this, doesn’t mean I believe it’s acceptable to fail at a project, but just in case, I would try to learn everything I can… even when the end result wasn’t that good (SADECE BUNA INANDIGIM ICIN, BIR PROJEDE BASARISIZ OLMANIN KABUL EDILIR OLDUGUNU IMA ETMIYORUM FAKAT SONUCU O KADAR IYI OLMAMIZ OLSA BILE HERSEYI OGRENMEYE CALISIRIM) . So, failure to me means making a mistake and having learned nothing from it (BU YUZDEN, BASARISIZLIK BENIM ICIN HATA YAPMAK VE HATADAN HICBIR DERS ALMAMAKTIR) ."

Nobody wants a failure. So you can feel that answering like this will be risky. However, this is a solid answer that most people agree with. If the person doesn’t like this answer, then you might not want to work for this person. Everyone fails and if you work for someone who doesn’t tolerate failure, then you will be in a difficult situation. Even vice presidents of large corporations will believe that learning from mistakes is a valuable lesson. This answer also states that you will do you best not to fail, but just in case, you want to gain something from your experience.
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